Lesson S4
Spring Session

A Different Path to Success

Betrayed, Deserted, Disowned

Matthew 26:47—27:26

“But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Matthew 26:56

1. Read Matthew 26:47-27:26. Judas comes with the mob to betray Jesus. What was the signal
Judas arranged to point out Jesus? How does Jesus respond to Judas? (verse 50)

2. Why does Jesus forbid his disciples to fight for him? (verses 52-54; John 18:10-11, 36)

3. Jesus is taken to be questioned by the top religious leaders. What are they looking for? Why?
(verse 59) Did they find what they were looking for? (verse 60; 1 Peter 2:22—-23)

4. What does the high priest say is the central issue everyone must consider regarding Jesus (v.
63)? What does Jesus say in response? (v. 64) How has this truth changed your life?

5. How do Caiaphas, the high priest, and the rest of the council respond? (verses 65-68) Why?

(John 5:18, 19:7)

6. Describe Peter when: Verses:
Jesus predicts that he will betray him | 31-35
Jesus is praying in the garden 40-46
Jesus is arrested 51-52;

John 18:10
Jesus is being tried 57-58
He is identified as a disciple 69-74
He realizes what he’s done 75

7. What do you think led Peter to disown Jesus? Have you ever done anything like this? Read John
21:1-19 and describe how Jesus restores Peter. How does this encourage you?




8. Why do the chief priests and elders bring Jesus to Pilate? (27:1, 18; John 18:31)

9. Explain the difference between Judas’ remorse (27:3) and godly sorrow (2 Corinthians 7:10—
11). What should you do when you are overwhelmed with despair because of you something
you have thought, said, or done? (Hebrews 4:14-16)

10. How is Pilate’s response to Jesus different from the religious leaders’?

11. Now it is the people’s chance to make a decision about Jesus.
a. Who are they being influenced by?

b. What do they decide?
c. What responsibility are they willing to bear for their decision? (verse 25)

d. Is there any hope for those who commit such treason against God’s anointed one? (Acts
3:13-15, 17-20)

12. All through Matthew’s report of Jesus’ suffering in chapters 26 and 27, Jesus never responds to
people’s accusations and insults. Why not? How can Jesus’ attitude during his suffering be an
encouragement to us?

13. Recount some of the sorrows that Jesus, the “Man of Sorrows” (Isaiah 53:3) faced in these final
hours before his death. Take time to respond to what Jesus has endured for you.



