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Luke 5:27-32 - 27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth.
“Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him.

29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating
with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples,
“Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”

31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

Our Need of Grace: Pride and Fear

The Movements of Grace

Two Practices of a Grace Filled Community

Trust him. And when you have done that, you are living the life of grace. No matter what happens to you in the course of
that trusting - no matter how many waverings you may have…you believe simply that Somebody Else, by his death and
resurrection, has made it all right, and you just say thank you and shut up. The whole slop-closet full of mildewed
performances (which is all you have to offer) is simply your death; it is Jesus who is your life. If he refused to condemn
you because your works were rotten, he certainly isn't going to flunk you because your faith isn't so hot. You can fail
utterly, therefore, and still live the life of grace. You can fold up spiritually, morally, or intellectually and still be safe.
Because at the very worst, all you can be is dead - and for him who is the Resurrection and the Life, that just makes you
his cup of tea.” - Robert Farrar Capon, Between Noon & Three: Romance, Law & the Outrage of Grace

“"Just as surely as God desires to lead us to a knowledge of genuine Christian fellowship, so surely must we be
overwhelmed by a great disillusionment with others, with Christians in general, and, if we are fortunate, with ourselves. By
sheer grace, God will not permit us to live even for a brief period in a dream world. He does not abandon us to those
rapturous experiences and lofty moods that come over us like a dream…The sooner this shock of disillusionment comes
to an individual and to a community, the better for both…He who loves his dream of a community more than the Christian
community itself becomes a destroyer of the latter, even though his personal intentions may be ever so honest and
earnest and sacrificial." Dietrich Bonhoeffer - Life Together


